22 Bhadra 2065 (07 September 2008)
Rt. Honorable Prime Minister Puspa Kamal Dahal “Prachanda”

Personal Secretariat,

Kathmandu, Nepal

Subject: Memorandum

Rt. Honorable Prime Minister,
At the onset of political transition in Nepal, we, on, behalf of six civil society organizations & their federations operational in the entire country would like to heartily felicitate you as being the first elected Premier of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal and wish your successful undertakings of the office of Premiership of Nepal.

Ascertaining social justice, human rights and state re-structuring through New Constitution making process out of a glorious achievement spearheaded by the precious sacrifices of the Nepalese citizens, instutionalizing & nurturing thus achieved democracy by going ahead to address the strong will of change for the sake of oppressed class of people & freedom-seekers at the moment in the country under your leadership to encounter every challenges in a course to evolve New Nepal, shall you emphatically campaign against neo-liberalism and globalization together with giving meaningful and credible solution for the greatest campaign in ending feudalism to protect & promote Human Rights & social justice of all Nepalese people, we are hopeful in the successful establishment of sustainable peace as per people’s overwhelming demand in the country.
Rt. Honorable Prime Minister! It is very obvious to you that the civil society organisations had played a prominent role during the democratic movement in Nepal. Protection & promotion of human rights, social empowerment of Nepalese citizens, campaign against poverty & hunger, ending social, political & economic marginalization & denials, people’s right over natural resources, campaign for women’s rights and its execution, powerful campaign to end total discrimination against untouchability are the other facets of movements and campaigns successfully spearheaded in the past by NGOs and civil society organizations. Thus, we are very much committed to implement & execute various such programs & activities in more extensive ways in days to come. In order for the execution of abovementioned programs to be commissioned by civil society organizations in a simplified and easy manner, there is a utmost necessity of a favourable environment within the state apparatus. For you to act aptly, we would like to draw your attention that all the NGOs and civil society organizations in Nepal are bound to function under the Society Registration Act, 2034 BS, promulgated to control the establishment & functioning of NGOs during the Panchayati Regime.
Rt. Honorable Prime Minister! Thus, we would like to draw your earnest attention on the following issues and concerns, and demand for your prompt action in order to foster the favourable and simplified working mechanisms for the NGOs and civil society organizations in the changed political context:
1. Encourage and expand participation of NGOs & civil society organizations by recognizing their roles in a positive way during the process of drafting New Constitution of Nepal. We are hopeful for the creation of favorable environment towards the development of a representative, inclusive, democratic and peaceful Nepal by encouraging active participation of civil society organizations.

2.  Prompt promulgation of Social Development Act in order to increase the role of NGOs & civil society organizations protecting their liberty and autonomy.
3. Emphasize eradication of poverty & sustainable peace by recognizing the aspirations of People’s Movement – II. 
4. Ascertain human rights, social justice and right of people to live in fearless environment. 
5. Ascertain people’s economic, social & cultural rights inscribing basic amenities like food security, health, education, water supply & sanitation, security as fundamental human rights in the new constitution. Immediate enactment of tobacco and tobacco product control & monitoring act by banning such products that bring health hazards among the public.

6. Guarantee transfer of ownership, management & utilization of natural resources such as water, land and forest to the hand of local people. Scientific agrarian reform together with the re-distribution and rehabilitation can only ensure the end of poverty & inequality.
7. Declare Nepal as a country free from discrimination on the basis of caste and provision constitutional reservation to Dalits to address the political, economic and social issues.
8. Ascertain absolute guarantee of women rights and security by fulfilling commitment expressed recently by Nepalese Government. Guaranteeing of proportional representation of women at all levels of decision making of the state, political parties and government.

9. Provision for immediate arrangements of emergency relief materials and rehabilitation of disaster affected people including the survivors of the recent Sapta Koshi flood.

Expressing our commitment and just partnership with the Government, currently under your leadership, an important section of the Nepalese society – the civil society organisations, is campaigning for social transformation & state restructuring of Nepalese society by establishing sustainable peace in a Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal; we would like to express our heartfelt pleasure for acknowledging the receipt of this memorandum by availing us a part of your extremely important and busy schedule.
Thank you,

Signed by:
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	Dr. Arjun Karki
	President, NGO Federation of Nepal
	

	Ganesh BK
	President, National Human Rights Alliance, Nepal
	

	Dr. Netra Timsina
	Vice- President, NGO Federation of Nepal
	

	Shanta Lall Mulmi
	General Secretary, NGO Federation of Nepal
	

	Dr. Sarba Raj Khadka
	General Secretary, Human Rights Alliance.
	

	Bom Bahadur BK
	General Secretary, Dalit NGO Federation of Nepal
	

	Sharmila Karki
	Secretary, NGO Federation of Nepal
	

	Bhola Bhattarai
	General Secretary, Federation of the Community forestry user’s Group Fe
	

	Bharati Pathak
	Treasurer, Federation of the Community forestry user’s Group
	

	Thakur Bhandari
	Central Member, Federation of the Community forestry user’s Group
	

	Arjun Bhattarai
	Central Member, NGO Federation of Nepal & President Development Journalist Forum
	

	Rajendra Aryal
	President, Federation of the Water Supply & Sanitation Users group, Nepal
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